
The failure of communism in its earlier manifestations is due to its being underpinned by a will to power 

which can only lead to despotism. What happens once the revolution is declared complete? The (re)imposition 

of the very power structures that were the ideological basis for revolution in the first instance. Communism 

must thus always be considered a process which whilst based on utopian, romantic desires as opposed to the 

quest for scientific, totalising truth can never be declared complete. 

 

Hermeneutic Communism is compelling in its pursuit of a postmodern project long considered ineffectual and 

self-defeating. However, it unfortunately does little more than go through the motions with the obligatory 

rehabilitation of Heidegger as voice of dissent against totalising systems of truth. More interesting perhaps is 

the discussion of emergency – highlighting the precise lack of emergency as precisely what is wrong in 

contemporary society. An antidote to all the empty claims of urgency by the intellectual left which are thinly 

disguised marketing strategies for selling more books. Again, Capitalism is not in Crisis, it is crisis. War does 

not stop industry, it is industry. There’s nothing human about human rights. And so it goes on. 

 

South American communism. Having already rehabilitated Heidegger, the final part of the book is focused on 

giving Chavez a bit more positive spin than he tends to get in the mainstream press. In my view, this section 

promises much and should be the selling point for the whole hermeneutic communism argument. But the 

discussion feels vague, tacked on as an afterthought. This is the kind of writing I warn my students against –

shoving in a case study at the end of an essay is an exercise in bad faith. Sadly, Hermeneutic Communism does 

little to further debates around the various political regimes currently operating in Latin America. Chavez et al. 

seem to have been fetishized simply because they offer alternatives to the CIA-imposed governments of 

previous decades. This is not to say there are not useful, contemporary models to be explored here but this 

can’t be done in 20 pages or so. 

 

So in a sense Vattimo and Zabala fall short of their own maxim – more interpretation is needed… 
 
	  


